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Date:  October 23, 2002
Prelude: Lord I believe in you
Message:

People, this sermon is intended to answer some difficult questions, build confidence in your faith, encourage those who do not believe to consider accepting that Jesus is who he proclaims to be. After it is said and done it is intended to give Glory to our King Jesus Christ.
Please listen closely and open your heart and mind to what is about to come your way.

There is a lot of evidence in believing in Jesus Christ. I will break it down in an easy to understand fashion. 

Are you ready?
Secular History:
• Crucifixion (View Powerpoint presentation)

The practice of crucifixion was adopted by the Romans during the reign of Alexander the Great. 
   During part of my research I visited some websites that presented medical and historical information about the crucifixion
I found at this site medical examination of the crucifixion, written by a doctor. The gospels, first century historians, the shroud of Turin, eye-witness accounts, and archaeological evidence from the remains of crucified victims are referenced in this article.
Archaeological    
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Archaeological discoveries offer new information about the Roman practice of crucifixion. 
Within the caves were found fifteen limestone ossuaries which contained the bones of thirty-five individuals. These skeletons reveal under the examination of specialists a startling tale of the turbulence and agony that confronted the Jews during the century in which Jesus lived. Nine of the thirty-five individuals had met violent death.

A man between twenty-four and twenty-eight years of age was crucified. 

The name of the man was incised on his ossuary in letters 2 cm high: Jehohanan. He was crucified probably between A.D. 7, the time of the census revolt, and 66, the beginning of the war against Rome...

This serves as proof that the process of crucifying people existed.

The legs had been pressed together, bent, and twisted to that the calves were parallel to the patibulum. The feet were secured to the cross by one iron nail driven simultaneously through both heels (tuber calcanei). The iron nail contains after its round head the following: sediment, fragments of wood (Pistacia or Acacia), a limy crust, a portion of the right heel bone, a smaller piece of the left heel bone, and a fragment of olive wood. It is apparent that Jehohanan had been nailed to the olive wood cross with the right foot above the left. Dr. Haas is undoubtedly correct, furthermore, in concluding that the iron nail bent approximately 2 cm because it hit a knot necessitating the amputation of the feet to remove the corpse from the cross.

• ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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WASHINGTON, Oct. 21, 2002 —  A burial box that was recently discovered in Israel and dates to the first century could be the oldest archaeological link to Jesus Christ, according to a French scholar whose findings were published Monday. An inscription in the Aramaic language — “James, son of Joseph, brother of Jesus” — appears on an empty ossuary, a limestone burial box for bones. 

The Shroud of Turin -
The controversial Shroud of Turin is a linen cloth bearing the image of a crucified man. Some believe it was the burial cloth of Jesus. 
In June-July 2002, a major restoration of the Shroud of Turin was undertaken by its owners. All thirty of the patches sewn into the cloth in 1534 by the Poor Clare nuns to repair the damage caused by the 1532 fire were removed. This allows the first unrestricted view of the actual holes burned into the cloth by the fire. It appears that some of the most seriously charred areas surrounding the burn holes were also removed during the restoration, most likely to allow the Shroud to be properly resewn to the new backing cloth.
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The above views of the dorsal image on the Shroud are provided for reference only and do not allow you to examine close ups of the image like the Master Photograph at the top of this page does. I hope to be able to expand this feature sometime in the future and ask you to be patient. You will notice that there is a difference in color and sharpness between the Ventral and Dorsal images. That is in part due to improvements in scanning and image processing since this page was first created in January 1996. The Dorsal images are from Photo-CD scans of my original 4" x 5" film and the color is more accurate to the actual color of the Shroud. They also are considerably higher in resolution. 

• Encyclopedia definition on the person Jesus Christ:
Encyclopedia Britannica
Jesus Christ

founder of Christianity, one of the world's largest religions, and the incarnation of God according to most Christians. His teachings and deeds are recorded in the New Testament.
• Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary definition :
Main Entry: Je·sus
Pronunciation: 'jE-z&s, -z&z
Variant(s): or Jesus Christ /'krIst/; or Christ Jesus
circa 6 B.C.-ca A.D. 30 Jesus of Nazareth; the Son of Mary source of the Christian religion & Savior in the Christian faith; believed to be miraculously conceived by his Mother; received as great teacher by disciples and common people; preached redeeming love of God for every person; suspected of revolutionary aims as Messiah; seized by Romans but turned over to and crucified by Jewish authorities; believed by followers to have been miraculously resurrected; proclaimed by disciples and believers as Messiah and savior of all
• Internet Research on Jesus Christ:
Tons of information exist over the World Wide Web on Jesus Christ
Eyewitnesses
Many witnesses of the crucifixion have seen the risen Christ. Some believe and were also killed for not denying their belief in Jesus.

Act 1:3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God:
Bible
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Confirmation of Biblical events - Is there any from written sources outside the Bible? 
A number of extra-Biblical confirmations show that the Bible may be more accurate than many believe.

The most documented Biblical event is the world-wide flood described in Genesis 6-9. A number of Babylonian documents have been discovered which describe the same flood. 
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Ancient tablet listing the Sumerian kings
]


The Sumerian King List (pictured here), for example, lists kings who reigned for long periods of time. Then a great flood came. Following the flood, Sumerian kings ruled for much shorter periods of time. This is the same pattern found in the Bible. Men had long life spans before the flood and shorter life spans after the flood. The 11th tablet of the Gilgamesh Epic speaks of an ark, animals taken on the ark, birds sent out during the course of the flood, the ark landing on a mountain, and a sacrifice offered after the ark landed. 

The Story of Adapa tells of a test for immortality involving food, similar to the story of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. 

Sumerian tablets record the confusion of language as we have in the Biblical account of the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9). There was a golden age when all mankind spoke the same language. Speech was then confused by the god Enki, lord of wisdom. The Babylonians had a similar account in which the gods destroyed a temple tower and "scattered them abroad and made strange their speech." 

Other examples of extra-Biblical confirmation of Biblical events: 

· Campaign into Israel by Pharaoh Shishak (1 Kings 14:25-26), recorded on the walls of the Temple of Amun in Thebes, Egypt. 

· Revolt of Moab against Israel (2 Kings 1:1; 3:4-27), recorded on the Mesha Inscription. 

· Fall of Samaria (2 Kings 17:3-6, 24; 18:9-11) to Sargon II, king of Assyria, as recorded on his palace walls. 

· Defeat of Ashdod by Sargon II (Isaiah 20:1), as recorded on his palace walls. 

· Campaign of the Assyrian king Sennacherib against Judah (2 Kings 18:13-16), as recorded on the Taylor Prism. 

· Siege of Lachish by Sennacherib (2 Kings 18:14, 17), as recorded on the Lachish reliefs. 

· Assassination of Sennacherib by his own sons (2 Kings 19:37), as recorded in the annals of his son Esarhaddon. 

· Fall of Nineveh as predicted by the prophets Nahum and Zephaniah (2:13-15), recorded on the Tablet of Nabopolasar. 

· Fall of Jerusalem to Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon (2 Kings 24:10-14), as recorded in the Babylonian Chronicles. 

· Captivity of Jehoiachin, king of Judah, in Babylon (2 Kings 24:15-16), as recorded on the Babylonian Ration Records. 

· Fall of Babylon to the Medes and Persians (Daniel 5:30-31), as recorded on the Cyrus Cylinder. 

· Freeing of captives in Babylon by Cyrus the Great (Ezra 1:1-4; 6:3-4), as recorded on the Cyrus Cylinder. 

· The existence of Jesus Christ as recorded by Josephus, Suetonius, Thallus, Pliny the Younger, the Talmud, and Lucian. 

· Forcing Jews to leave Rome during the reign of Claudius (A.D. 41-54) (Acts 18:2), as recorded by Suetonius. 

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE SUMERIAN KING LIST (photo shown above) -- There are more than 16 fragments and one nearly complete copy of the Sumerian King List found at different places at different times. The first fragment was discovered in the temple library at Nippur, Iraq, at the turn of the century and was published in 1906. The most complete copy, the Weld-Blundell prism, was purchased on the antiquities market shortly after World War I and is now in the Ashmolean Museum in Oxford, England. For a thorough discussion of the Sumerian King List and its Biblical implications, see "The Antediluvian Patriarchs and the Sumerian King List," by Raul Lopez, in the CEN Technical Journal 12 (3) 1998, pp. 347-57.

• Bible Predictions Fulfilled
Bible Prophecy and the Messiah
To comprehend this amazing fact, an illustration is helpful. Suppose you take not 300 predictions but only 8. What are the odds that 8 predictions might all be fulfilled in one person? The likelihood is that of one in 10 to the 17th power (1 in 1,000,000,000,000,000,000)!
To make this statement more meaningful, Josh McDowell put this into the form of a picture. Imagine, he said, that you cover the state of Texas with silver dollars to a depth of 2 feet, and on one of those silver dollars you place a mark. Now blindfold a man and tell him to pick up just one silver dollar—how likely is he to pick up the one that you marked? That is parallel to all eight prophecies being fulfilled in one man! (Josh McDowell, Evidence that Demands a Verdict, vol. 1, pp. 144, 167). 

Following are charts of some of the prophecies of Christ’s first coming that were fulfilled, along with the references to their fulfillments.

Genuine divine Bible prophecy 

Prophecy is foretelling an event in such detail before it happens so as to necessarily require divine guidance. The Bible is a book containing hundreds of detailed prophecies. There are, for example, well over 60 distinct predictions in regard to our divine Saviour Jesus Christ. Here is a sample of just 10 prophecies that foretold the crucifixion of Christ. Not only were the predictions made 1000 years before Christ came from heaven to earth, but they were made over 500 years before crucifixion was first used anywhere in the world as a form of capital punishment! Crucifixion didn't exist when the prophecies were made. 

A scientist picked out 48 such prophecies and determined that the probability of one man randomly fulfilling them all is 1 in 10 to the exponent of 157. That is one followed by 157 zeros! Your chances of winning a typical lottery jackpot is about 1 in 108. (100,000,000) Yet, Jesus fulfilled all the prophecies!

	Concerning his birth 
	Prophesied
	Fulfilled 

	1. Born of the seed of woman
	Gen 3:15
	Gal 4:4 

	2. Born of a virgin
	Isa 7:14
	Mt 1:18-25 

	3. Seed of Abraham
	Gen 22:18
	Mt 1:1

	4. Seed of Isaac
	Gen 21:12
	Lk 3:23+34 

	5. Seed of Jacob
	Num 24:17
	Lk 3:34

	6. Seed of David
	Jer 23:5
	Lk 3:31

	7. Tribe of Judah
	Gen 49:10
	Rev 5:5

	8. Family line of Jesse
	Isa 11:1
	Lk 3:32 

	9. Born in Bethlehem
	Mic 5:2
	Mt 2:1-6 

	10. Herod kills the children
	Jer 31:15
	Mt 2:16-18 

	Concerning his nature 
	Prophesied 
	Fulfilled 

	11. He pre-existed creation
	Mic 5:2
	1 Pet 1:20 

	12. He shall be called Lord
	Ps 110:1
	Acts 2:36 

	13. Called Immanuel (God with us)
	Isa 7:14
	Mt 1:22-23

	14. Prophet
	Deut 18:18-19
	Acts 3:18-25

	15. Priest
	Ps 110:4
	Heb 5:5-6

	16. Judge
	Isa 33:22
	Jn 5:22-23

	17. King
	Ps 2:6
	Jn 18:33-37

	18. Anointed by the Spirit
	Isa 11:2
	Mt 3:16-17 

	19. His zeal for God
	Ps 69:9
	Jn 2:15-17 

	Concerning his ministry 
	Prophesied 
	Fulfilled 

	20. Preceded by a messenger
	Isa 40:3
	Mt 3:1-3 

	21. To begin in Galilee
	Isa 9:1-2
	Mt 4:12-17 

	22. Ministry of Miracles
	Isa 35:5-6
	Mt 9:35;11:4 

	23. Teacher of parables
	Ps 78:1-4
	Mt 13:34-35 

	24. He was to enter the temple
	Mal 3:1
	Mt 21:10-12 

	25. Enter Jerusalem on donkey
	Zech 9:9
	Mt 21:1-7 

	26. Stone of stumbling to Jews
	Isa 28:16; Ps 118:22 
	1 Pet 2:6-8

	27. Light to Gentiles
	Isa 49:6
	Acts 13:46-48 

	The day Jesus was crucified 
	Prophesied 
	Fulfilled 

	28. Betrayed by a friend
	Ps 41:9
	Jn 13:18-27 

	29. Sold for 30 pieces of silver
	Zech 11:12
	Mt 26:14-15

	30. 30 pieces thrown in Temple
	Zech 11:13
	Mt 27:3-5

	31. 30 pieces buys potters field
	Zech 11:13
	Mt 27:6-10

	32. Forsaken by His disciples
	Zech 13:7
	Mk 14:27+50 

	33. Accused by false witnesses
	Ps 35:11+20-21 
	Mt 26:59-61

	34. Silent before accusers
	Isa 53:7
	Mt 27:12-14 

	35. Wounded and bruised
	Isa 53:4-6
	1 Pet 2:21-25 

	36. Beaten and spit upon
	Isa 50:6
	Mt 26:67-68 

	37. Mocked
	Ps 22:6-8
	Mt 27:27-31

	38. Fell under the cross
	Ps 109:24-25
	Jn 19:17; Lk23:26 

	39. Hands and feet pierced
	Ps 22:16
	Jn 20:24-28 

	40. Crucified with thieves
	Isa 53:12
	Mt 27:38 

	41. Prayed for enemies
	Isa 53:12
	Lk 23:34 

	42. Rejected by His own people
	Isa 53:3
	Jn 19:14-15 

	43. Hated without cause
	Ps 69:4
	Jn 15:25 

	44. Friends stood aloof
	Ps 38:11
	Lk22:54;23:49 

	45. People wag their heads
	Ps 22:7;109:25
	Mt 27:39

	46. People stared at Him
	Ps 22:17
	Lk 23:35 

	47. Cloths divided and gambled for
	Ps 22:18
	Jn 19:23-24

	48. Became very thirsty
	Ps 22:15
	Jn 19:28 

	49. Gall and vinegar offered Him
	Ps 69:21
	Mt 27:34

	50. His forsaken cry
	Ps 22:1
	Mt 27:46 

	51. Committed Himself to God
	Ps 31:5
	Lk 23:46 

	52. Bones not broken
	Ps 34:20
	Jn 19:32-36 

	53. Heart broken
	Ps 69:20;22:14
	Jn 19:34 

	54. His side pierced
	Zech 12:10
	Jn 19:34+37 

	55. Darkness over the land
	Amos 8:9
	Lk 23:44-45 

	56. Buried in rich man's tomb
	Isa 53:9
	Mt 27:57-60 

	His Resurrection & Ascension 
	Prophesied 
	Fulfilled 

	57. Raised from the dead
	Ps 16:8-11
	Acts 2:24-31 

	58. Begotten as Son of God
	Ps 2:7
	Acts 13:32-35 

	59. Ascended to God
	Ps 68:18
	Eph 2:8-10 

	60. Seated beside God
	Ps 110:1
	Heb 1:3+13 


Today, the only way Bible scoffers can explain away this astronomical probability is to discredit the prophecies in one way or another. Their only alternative is to accept that God is the author of the Scriptures. The Bible is a reliable book of genuine divine prophecy. You can trust it!

The evidence of divine prophecy presented here is just a tiny portion of the proofs available to establish the divine origin of the Bible. Yet, they are more than sufficient to prove the inspiration of the Bible. There will always be men who scoff at the Bible. You, however, can be confident when you read your Bible that God is the author, for it is written:

"We constantly thank God that when you received from us the word of God's message, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God" 
(1 Thessalonians 2:13). 

For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe.

Personal Relationship
When I learned that God did it all for us and Died on the Cross it was easy for me to accept him as Lord and Savior. I wanted forgiveness for my sins and learned that they would be forever removed through accepting Jesus. 

God reveals his presence through answering a lot of my prayers. When I submitted to Gods leadership he has led me in my career and in all areas of my life. I personally find prayer to God to be a two way relationship. I can talk to him at anytime and anywhere.

I am never alone. The Lord answers via promptings or an impression in my spirit.

Friends, answers to difficult work projects are always available after praying to the Lord.
Sometimes I have to wait for answers but he is faithful.

I see creation and know in my heart and mind intellectually that there is a God.

I remember having occasional nightmares as a kid and while dreaming when I said Jehovah or Jesus save me I was always released from the dreams. There was power in God’s name!

Christianity means done and all the other religions meant “do”.

Life Change

The things I could not change in my life or in me was changed by God.
I see many other friends or people who struggled with various sins that only the power of God was successful at delivering them.
Justice

All Humans have this longing for justice when they are wronged. It is like it is part of our makeup. The Lord is a just God and being created in his image explains why we feel this way. 
Love

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
2 Corinthians 5:21
2Co:5:21: For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

Jesus:
Jesus said that he is the way to eternal life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 
John 14:6,7

Joh:14:6: Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

Joh:14:7: If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him.

Questions: 

Have you like Saul had a life changing experience with the Lord Jesus?

Have you been convinced that he is the only way to God?

Action Steps:

1. Research this further if you still have questions. This is the most important investigation you will ever do. Your eternal life depends on you being convinced.

2. Ask us at Lord of Hope Ministries. We will be glad to supply you with answer to your questions?
3. Read God Word.

4. Ask God through prayer to reveal his truth to you. Seek God and you will find God. 
Conclusion:
Based on the evidence Jesus was here and was crucified, raised from the dead and now reigning in Heaven interceding for believers when they pray. Friends the evidence is there if you look for it. Ask God to reveal His truth to you. Lord of Hope Ministries can be of help to you so please don’t hesitate to speak with us.
Let stand for closing prayer:
Father, please touch those who have read or heard this message who now get it. Open up their hearts to now follow you anywhere that you want them to go. Touch those who are still uncertain so that their eyes will be open to your truth in Jesus name Amen.

Scripture References:

John 20:29
2 Corinthians 5:21

John 20:24,25

John 3:16

Acts 1:3

Additional Prophecy references:

Century of Century of

Prophecy Reference Prophecy Fulfillment Reference

Called Emmanuel (God with us) Isa. 7:14 8th c. BC 1st c. AD Matt. 1:23

Born of a virgin Isa. 7:14 8th c. BC 1st c. AD Matt. 1:23

Born in Bethlehem Mic. 5:2 8th c. BC 1st c. AD Luke 2:4–5, 7

Descendant of Abraham Gen. 22:18 19th c. BC 1st c. AD Matt. 1:1

Descendant of Isaac Gen. 21:12 19th c. BC 1st c. AD Matt. 1:2–16

Descendant of Jacob Obad. 1:17 6th c. BC 1st c. AD Matt. 1:1–2

Descendant of Judah Gen. 49:10 17th c. BC 1st c. AD Luke 3:23–33

To be given the throne of David 2 Sam. 7:12–13 11th c. BC 1st c. AD Luke 1:32–33

Joseph and Mary flee to Egypt Hos. 11:1 8th c. BC 1st c. AD Matt. 2:14–15

Herod tries to kill Jesus Jer. 31:15 7th c. BC 1st c. AD Matt. 2:16–18

Christ a prophet raised up among the Jews Deut. 18:15 15th c. BC 1st c. AD Acts 3:20, 22

Looking Back

John the Baptist, Christ’s first   Isa. 40:3–5  8th c.BC   1st c. AD Luke 3:3–6

forerunner

Lord declared Jesus as Son Ps. 2:7 11th c. BC 1st c. AD Matt. 3:17

of God

To minister in Galilee Isa. 9:1–2 8th c. BC 1st c. AD Matt. 4:13–16

Details of Christ’s ministry Isa. 61:1–2 7th c. BC 1st c. AD Luke 4:18–19

Will speak in parables Ps. 78:2–4 11th c. BC 1st c. AD Matt. 13:34–35

Rejected by own people Isa. 53:3 8th c. BC 1st c. AD John 1:11

Christ not believed Isa. 53:1 8th c. BC 1st c. AD John 12:37–38

To ride into Jerusalem Zech. 9:9 5th c. BC 1st c. AD Mark 11:7, 9, 11

on a colt

Betrayed by familiar friend Ps. 41:9 11th c. BC 1st c. AD John 13:18

Betrayed for 30 pieces Zech. 11:12 5th c. BC 1st c. AD Matt. 26:14–15

of silver

Accused by false witnesses Ps. 35:11 11th c. BC 1st c. AD Mark 14:57–59

Was silent when accused Isa. 53:7 8th c. BC 1st c. AD Mark 15:4–5

Spat on and struck Isa. 50:6 8th c. BC 1st c. AD Matt. 26:67

Hated without reason Ps. 35:19 11th c. BC 1st c. AD John 15:24–25

Hands and feet pierced Ps. 22:16 11th c. BC 1st c. AD John 20:27;

Luke 24:39

Crucified with malefactors Isa. 53:12 8th c. BC 1st c. AD Mark 15:27–28

Sneered at and mocked Ps. 22:7–8 11th c. BC 1st c. AD Luke 23:35–39

Soldiers cast lots for His garments Ps. 22:18 11th c. BC 1st c. AD Matt. 27:35

The 30 pieces of silver used to

buy the potter’s field Zech. 11:13 5th c. BC 1st c. AD Matt. 27:3–7

No bones were broken Ps. 34:20 11th c. BC 1st c. AD John 19:32–33, 36

His side pierced Zech. 12:10 5th c. BC 1st c. AD John 19:34–37

Buried with the rich Isa. 53:9 8th c. BC 1st c. AD Matt. 27:57–60

To be resurrected Ps. 16:10 11th c. BC 1st c. AD Mark16:6; 1Cor.15:4

Taken to heaven Ps. 110:1 11th c. BC 1st c. AD Mark 16:19;

Eph. 4:8      
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